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Chapter 4:

By late summer, news of Animal Farm has spread across half the county. Mr. Jones lives
ignominiously in Willingdon, drinking and complaining about his misfortune. Mr.
Pilkington and Mr. Frederick, who own the adjoining farins, fear that disenchantment
will spread among their own animals. Their rivalry with each other, howeves, provenis
them from working together against Animal Farm. They merely spread rumors about the
farm’s inefficiency and moral reprehensibility. Meanwhile, animals everywhere begin
singing “Beasts of England,” which they have learned from flocks of pigeons sent by
Snowball, and many begin to behave rebelliously. At last, in early October, a flight of
pigeons alerts Animal Farm that Mr. Jones has begun marching on the farm with some of
Pilkington’s and Frederick’s men. Snowball, who has studied books about the battle
campaigns of the renowned Roman general Julius Caesar, preparcs a defense and leads
the animals in an ambush on the men. Boxer fights courageously, as does Snowhball, and
the humans suffer a quick defeat. The animals’ losses amount only to a single sheep,
whom they give a hero’s burial, Boxer, who believes that he has unintentionally killed a
stable boy in the chaos, expresses his regret at taking a life, even though it is a human
one. Snowball tells him not to feel guilty, asserting that “the only good human beingisa
dead one.” Mollie, as is her custom, has avoided any risk to herseli by hiding during the
battle.

Chapter 5:

Mollie becomes an increasing burden on Animal Farm: she arrives late for work, accepts
treats from men associated with nearby farms, and generally behaves contrary to
Animalism, Eventually she disappears, lured away by a man who fed her sugar; now she
pulls his carriage. None of the other animals ever mentions her name again. In the
coming months, the animals hold their meetings in the big barn, and Snowball and
Napoleon’s constant disagreements continue to dominate the proceedings. Snowball
brims with ideas for improving the farm: he studies Mr. Jones’s books and eventually
concocts a scheme to build a windmill, with which the animals could generate electricity
and automate many farming tasks, bringing new comforts to the animals’ lives. Napoleon
confends that the animals should attend to their current needs rather than plan for a

- distant-future. When Snowball has finally completed his plans, all assemble for a great

meeting to decide whether to undertake the windmill project. After mauch debate,
Napoleon orders the nine dogs he raised to charge into the barn, attack Snowball, and
chase him off the farm. Squealer explains that Snowball was a traitor and a criminal.
Eveniually, the aniimals come to accept this version of eveats, and Boxer adds greatly to
Napoleon’s prestige by adopting the maxims “1 will work harder” and “Napoleon is
always right.” Squealer’s words prove so appealing, and the growls of his three-dog

- entourage $o threatening, that the animals accept his explanation without question.



